AUTHOR'S PREFACE

THIS study of the life of General James Baird
"Weaver is an outgrowth of the writer's Third
Parti/ Movements Since the Civil War. A re-
view of the successive minor parties from 1872
to 1912 brought out very clearly the importance
of General Weaver's leadership. The work of
Bryan and Roosevelt and their influence upon
the Democratic and Republican parties is to be
explained only by an appreciation of the earlier
labors of General Weaver; and a large part of
the program of the so-called " Progressive
Movement" goes back to the pioneer labors of
the same leader, whose platform was essentially
one of "social and industrial justice", growing
out of conditions existing in the West from
1876 to 1896.

General Weaver's campaigns of 1880 and
1892 were the real precursors of those of Bryan
in 1896 and of Roosevelt in 1904. The election
of President Wilson in 1912 was in many
respects the culmination of Weaver's efforts.
Pie was really the "first progressive". The